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Nr Michael Deaver, WY ot 188 HAT HILL ROAD

Deputy Chief of Staff, \ BLACKHEATH 2785

The White House, = N.S. W

Washington D.C., Australia,

United States of America. December 20th 1981.

Dear Mr Deaver, 055/537

May I congratulate you and your colleagues on the
recent prominence given to you and your work by the weekly news
magazine " Time " ? Without this publicity I feel sure many

millions would have remained in ignorance.

I hope it does not intrude on your important
work if I take some of your time with a slightly worrying query.

As long ago as February I wrote to the President
with regard to a couple of relatively minor issues I thought he
might be interested in.

Firstly, I queried him with regard to his possible
experience of or attitude towards the phenomenon of UFOs. Not a
great world topic but nonetheless significant in this day and
age to a vast number of people. Following this letter I wrote
once again to ask if a reference to him in the magazine " Science "
was true when it claimed he believed in astrology.

I fully realise these issues are hardly central to
the continuing world situation. However, I wrote to Mr Reagan
for his own personal response because I still believe that in
the age of the " super—powers " the individual has an important
role to play.

I have received neither ackowledgement nor reply and Agﬁ
I am disappointed. Is there, in fact, a White House policy with
regard to approaches from individuals such as myself ? I recently
wrote to your Ambassador,lr Nesen, here in Canberra, to ascertain
whether the President has enough staff to handle such correspondence.
He has so far remained silent, so I must assume he has insufficient
rescurces., But surely, the President and his aides could find time
for some kind of reply ? Which is why I write to you.

Yours sincer.. v, (T K‘.‘ﬁ#ﬁﬁhﬂofj,. E. J. (" Eddie ")

Ablien, 3



@ Reproduced at the Ronald Reagan Library

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 11, 1982

Dear Mr. Attwood:

Thank you for your recent message. I

appreciate your kind words and interest
in writing.

Unfortunately, a check of our files shows
that your previous correspondence to Presi-
dent Reagan was not received by the White
House. I can assure you, however, that
should you care to write again to the

President, your message will receive care-
ful attention.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

MICHAEL K. DEAVER
Assistant to the President
Deputy Chief of Staff

Mr. E. J. Attwood
188 Hat Hill Road
Blackheath 2785
N.S.W.

Australia
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MNORMAN D. SHUMWAY

1228 LoncwonTH House OFFICE RUILDING
147H DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-2511
COMMITTEES:

CHRISTOPHER C. SEEGER
COMMITTEE ON BANKING,

FINANCE, AND URBAN AFFAIRS @Ullgtﬁﬁg Uf ﬂ)ﬁ m"l’teh %tﬂteﬁ wmmajmnu e

MERCHANT MARINE AND

, 1045 NoaTH EL DorADO, Room 5
FISHERIES 3[)01158 of Rgprgggutatmgg STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA 95202
SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING SEOR) eI

Washington, W.C. 20515 MARK A. DENERO

DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE

December 1 4, 1981

Max L. Friedersdorf
" The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Max:

I am writing to request your assistance concerning a rather unusual request
[ have received from Mr. Marvin Taylor, my constituent. At the outset, I
would like to state that I recognize the extraordinary nature of both the
request itself and the subject involved, and to assure you that I would

not pursue the matter to this degree if I were not convinced of its
authenticity.

Mr. Taylor is a dedicated Republican who strongly supports the President,

and he is also an intelligent and respected individual. Marvin Taylor is

a successful businessman and an articulate, community-minded person who

enjoys a fine reputation among those who know him. In addition to his
profession: and his commitments to his personal 1ife, Mr. Taylor has a life-
Tong avocation: the study and tracing of unidentified flying objects (UFOs).
While the subject of UFOs may cause some eyebrows to raise in certain

circles, I can assure you that they are a serious and scientific matter for
Mr. Taylor. Within the past year, I had the opportunity to attend a symposium
on UFOs which Marvin Taylor and his colleagues organized, and I can attest to

the professionalism of the gathering, as well as to the sincerity and dedication
of Mr. Taylor.

Marvin Taylor is .particularly concerned that there is currently no systematic
method of reporting UFO sightings, and that the Air Force is no longer required
to share UFO information with interested groups such as his own. He would

very much Tike to travel to Washington accompanied by a small delegation of
scientific experts to discuss this situation with President Reagan. While

I realize that the President's schedule is a busy one, I know that Mr. Taylor
would be pleased with even 15 minutes of Mr. Reagan's time, and I can assure
you that the time will not have been wasted.

I will look forward to your earliest, hopefully favorable, response to this

admittedly unusual request, and I reiterate my belief in Mr. Taylor's motives.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

0 O~

NORMAN D. SHUMWAY
Member of Congress

W - This & for reah |
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Dear Mr. Shumway:

Max Friedersdorf kxaugkkx forwarded to me,
together with a copy of his acknowledgement,

your letter of December 14, written on behalf

of Mr. Marvi= Taylor who would like to meet

witn the President in order to discuss the subject
of unidentified flying objects.

Although Mr. Taylor's willingness to come in
and talk with the President is most appreciated,
a time is not foreseen when this might be

arranged in view of the heavy schedule with
which he now is confronted.

Thank you, nevertheless, for your interest

and thoughtfulness in'contacting us on behalf

of Mr. Taylor and please know you have our best
wishes.

GJIN: mhr

inf copy to Ken Duberstein



Near Horm:

"Thank you for vour December 14 letter on

hehalf of ¥r. Marvin Taylor, whe would like

to meet with the President in order Lo dis-
cuss the subject of unidentificd {lving ohijects,
Your nersonal interest in this natter is
appreciated, and nleace he assured that |
have forwarded this request Lo the Presideat’
Scheduling Office. I am sure wou will e
notified just as zoon &s sone detormination
can bhe made.

with cordial recard, 7T oo

sLneorely;

1SN L

nssistant to tha President

The Honorable YNoriman D. Rhumvay
fiouse of Representativas
washington, D.O. 203195

MLE :CMP:MDB
cc: w/copy of inc to Grea Newell - for further action
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FOR:
FROM:

SUBJECT:

APPROVE

COMMENTS :

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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DATE: /Z '/y

GREG NEWELL
MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF

Invitation to the President
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INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRY

COMMITTEE LARRY CRAIG
SUBCOMMITTEE ON 1st DisTRICT, lDAWO

PUBLIC LANDS AND NATIONAL PARKS

gl Congress of the AUnited Stateg

CDUCATION AND LABOR

commITTEE Mouse of Repregentatives
HEALTH AND SAFETY Wmﬂﬁh(]lg‘ml, m.Qt. 20515

SUBCOMMITTEE ON
ELEMENTARY, SECONDARY

AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION December 20 y 1982

SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING

@nqmauu the Ronald Reagan Library

Mr. Kenneth Duberstein
House Congressional Liaison
West Wing - White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. Duberstein:

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
515 Cannon House OFFiCE BUILDING
WAasHINGTON, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-6611

DISTRICT OFFICES:
134 Donan PosT Orrice BUILDING
Boise, loawo 83702
(208) 334-9046

903 D Strecr
LLewisToN, IDAMO 83501
(208) 743-0792

101 NoaTH ATH STrREET
Corun 0’ ALENE, IDAHO 83814
(208) 667-6130

1Y%
LIl

gnclosed please find a copy of correspondence recently received from Mr. Robert Barr.

As you will note, Mr. Barr is concerned with getting the enclosed letter to President

Reagan.

I would greatly appreciate your review of nis correspondence and your response to nis

concerns.

Please reply to: Congressman Larry Craig
515 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
Attention: Annie Whipple

Thank you for your assistance.

<=0, B

Larry E. Crajz
Member of Corlgress

Sincqkely,

LEC/aw
Enclosure
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Decamber 22, 1982

Dear larrv:

Thank you for veur Docember 20 letter in
behalf of Mr. Pobort Rarr of acile, Idaho.
You may assure vour constituent that hie
message was veceived at the White Heuoo

With best wighes,

o4 .y 7w
w AN Te LY,

Kenneth M, Duberstein

1]
Assistant to the President

The Hororable Larry ©T. Craicg

Hdouse of Peopresentotives
Waschington, D,C 20515

‘e e
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T HE WHITTE HOUSE OF PICE
REFERRAL

AUGUST 1, 1983

TO: DEPARTMENT OF DBFENS?/S
)

()
ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

REMARKS: PER MR. DEAVER'S INSTRUCTIONS, A REPLY IS REQUESTED WITHIN
10 DAYS

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 157693

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED JULY 21, 1983
TO: MICHAEL DEAVER

FROM: MR. RICHARD SIGISMUD

1557 9TH STREET
BOULDER CO 80302

SUBJECT: THE UFO PHENOMENON

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

@chmduced at the Ronald Reagan Library
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1557 - 9th Street
Boulder, CO 80302
(303) 447-9170
July 21, 1983

/5] T 7

Mr. Michael Deaver
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

RE: The UFO Phenomenon

Summary:

A social psychologist with broad background in
education, media, and UFO research, writes to advise
that the government policy of UFO secrecy is rapidly
becoming counterproductive and untenable. An erosion
of government credibility is noted with the public and
the media giving evidence of increasing awareness of
the reality of the UFO phenomenon and the existence of
long-term coverup.

A meeting is requested to discuss the present need for
a national educational program to gradually condition
the American people to the nature of the UFO presence
and its possible significance for the country. It is
observed that the proposed educational program would
fulfill what is perceived as a government obligation
to respond to the growing need of the people for
information, thereby reducing the present risk of mass
anxiety and culture shock in the event of any escalation
in the present level of UF0 activity.

It is further observed that the proposed program would
deflect rising criticism of the Defense Department and
the National Security Agency for the present and long-
maintained state of secrecy. The writer asserts that
the educational initiative suggested is capable of being
designed to function with due consideration for the
military nuance of the UFO problem and without
compromising themilitary concern for national security.

. The writer finally notes the existence of a very large
reservoir of national and international interest in the
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Mr. Michael Deaver Page 2

UFO phenomenon, a body of interest which it is felt
will insure that any action taken in 1line with the
recommended educational program would be very favorably
received by the American people, the national media,
and the international community of nations.

Dear Mr. Deaver:

I am a social psychologist, educator and businessman,* also
one of the country's 1leading investigators of the UFO
phenomenon. I am writing to inquire if you might have an
interest in the UFO subject and if you might be amenable to
a meeting to discuss the possible sociological and psycho-
logical significance which this phenomenon may hold for our
nation and for mankind. I am writing on the assumption that
in your position as a key advisor to the President you are
aware of the reality of UFOs and the existence of high Tevel
military and government interest in the phenomenon. Perhaps
you are also aware of the world-wide extent of the sightings.

If your interest in the UFO subject permits, I would especially
like to discuss with you the role of government secrecy in
this matter, specifically the military desire for continuing
secrecy versus the growing need of the people for information.

As a social scientist who has made a long and careful study
of the UFO problem, I believe that the policy of total secrecy
is no longer in the best interests of the people. It has
failed to make provision for the necessary education and
conditioning of the public in the face of a persistent and
significantly increasing level of UFO activity. I believe
that the present policy exposes the American people to the
possibility of massive anxiety and severe culture shock should
UFO activity escalate beyond the present level, a Tevel of
activity which is already cause for concern.

With UFO sightings on the increase, I feel we have a respon-
sibility to the American people to reevaluate the policy of
secrecy and consider at this time a new approach to the
complex UFO problem. If a meeting is possible to arrange,
Mr. Deaver, I would 1like to discuss the advisability of
establishing a national educational and conditioning program
to gradually inform the public of the fact of the UFO presence
and what it may portend for our society. Such a program is

*Founder and president of AQUARIUS MINING COMPANY, an active
exploration and development company with silver and gold mines
located in Colorado.



@ Reproduced at the Ronald Reagan Library

Mr. Michael Deaver Page 3

needed for it would greatly decrease the likelihood of mass
anxiety and shock.

[t would also stem criticism building against the executive
branch of government and the National Security Agency for
maintaining a policy which has completely isolated both
Congress and the people from the facts of the UFO situation.

Many indications are present which strongly suggest that the
isolation of Congress and the American people from informa-
tion concerning UFOs may no longer be possible to maintain.
A critical indicator is revealed in the attitude of the media
which has changed dramatically during the past twelve months.
From a former position of skepticism regarding the reality
of the UFO phenomenon, the media now increasingly gives
evidence that it suspects that some secret agency, in
conjunction with the executive branch, knows much more about
the UFO subject than has been let on.

A recent Westinghouse Broadcasting Company television
documentary on the UFO subject, shown in San Francisco, Boston,
Washington, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, and other cities (for which
the writer was principal consultant) addresses the issue of
secrecy, as will anew Prentice Hall book and a major Time/Life
television documentary on UFOs to be released nationally in
about six months.

We cannot be assured that the reaction of either the media
or Congress will be at all temperate when it becomes finally
apparent that the entire nation has been kept essentially in
a state of total ignorance regarding the reality of the UFO
phenomenon. A1l indications suggest the contrary; even today
we are beginning to hear the term "Cosmic Watergate" being
used by the media. With the coming release of the highly
critical newPrentice Hall book, Clear Intent, followed shortly
thereafter by Time/Life's national television documentary on
the subject, we may see a strong reaction by both the public
and the media. This reactionmay easily provoke a Congressional
demand for an investigation, greater yet than what happened
in April of 1966. At that time during an earlier strong surge
of UFO interest in the nation reported extensively by the
media, then House Minority Leader Gerald Ford called the House
Armed Services Committee into session with the statement “...
I think we owe it to the people to establish credibility on
the subject of UFOs."

Although this 1966 call by Congress for a full investigation
of the UFO issue was handled by the Air Force at that time in
such a way as to insure that public disclosure of the reality
of the UFO phenomenon would not occur, we cannot be sure that
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this will be possible today. The public and Congress are
much more sophisticated and critical than was the case in 1966.
Last year's Freedom of Information Act suit against the Nation-
al Security Agency, an action heard in U.S. District Court,
Washington, D.C., in which a citizen group demanded release
of some 131 secret UFO documents prepared by the NSA and held
by that agency in top secret files, revealed to the public
the extent of government interest in the subject and the
degree of secrecy maintained. In the event you are unfamiliar
with this suit, please see the attached Washington Post news
release for additional information on this FOIA action; also
please find an earlier news item attached concerning the 1979
limited release of UFO information which followed another
lengthy FOIA lawsuit.

Perhaps it is important at this point to clearly state that
I recognize the delicate and difficult situation which the
UFO phenomenon has created for the military and the NSA. The
UFO presence from the very beginning created both military
and societal problems of unprecedented nature. The policy
of secrecy appears to have been originally conceived as an
effective short-term response to this wunique and truly
perplexing phenomenon, a phenomenon without parallel in the
history of the nation. Secrecy clearly allowed the military
and intelligence community time to evaluate the national
security aspects of the UFO presence and also insured that
the public would not be exposed to information which might
have caused severe national anxiety and possible panic.
However, a generation of time has now elapsed since the early
days of the UFO phenomenon. We no longer live in the early
1950's and the policy of secrecy, in the face of a persistant
level of UFO activity and a growing sophistication on the
part of the public, cannot be expected to remain without
serious challenge and great loss of government credibility.

Beyond these considerations, however important they may be,
as I noted earlier, there remains the inescapable and
overriding fact that the policy of secrecy has not permitted
the proper education and conditioning of the American people.
This process is essential to begin if we are to prevent severe
culture shock in the event of any large escalation in UFO
activity. There is at present no visible government office
or agency which is addressing the important societal prob-
lems which are raised by the fact of the UFO presence and the
possibility of culture contact with the advanced alien socie-
ties to which this presence relates.

I feel it is my responsibility as a social scientist to warn,
at the risk of being redundant, that the presence of several
scientifically highly advanced alien societies observing our
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nation (and our planet) must not be addressed solely as a
military issue.

However baffling the behavior of UFOs may presently appear
to us, the possibility that the nation may soon be exposed
to culture contact with a highly advanced alien society, or
societies, cannot be lightly dismissed or evaded. When we
reflect upon the full range of what the UFO phenomenon implies,
what culmination we may expect from the ever-increasing level
of UFO activity, this very real possibility must be spoken
Lo, Whether the UFO timetable includes provision for such
contact we can only speculate, but to be unprepared is to
risk that the public suffer at the very least great anxiety,
and for some conservative and very fundamentalist segments
of our society, possible panic. We have only to consider
what might happen if UFOs attempt a mass landing or execute
low level overflights of some of our major cities to see at
what great disadvantage the present policy leaves the public.

It is an obvious truth that continuing secrecy does not permit
the problems of culture contact to be adequately dealt with.
I believe that failure to speak to this issue is not in the
best interests of the people since culture shock, as we have
historically seen during the Colonial Period and occasionally
in our present era as well, is a societally devastating
phenomenon undercutting all the major institutions of the
lesser developed culture. Unfortunately, we find ourserves
precisely in the position of a lesser developed society vis-
a-vis the UFO phenomenon.

Culture contact, however, need not be a totally negative
experience provided that a society is sufficiently conditioned
in advance. If asociety is adequatelyprepared, the phenomenon
of culture shock, although never totally avoidable, is capable
of being reduced to manageable proportions. Only then may
benefit (and possibly great benefit) be derived from culture
contact with a very highly advanced society. :

As a final note, I firmly believe that any administration
which has the courage to break the code of silence set by
past administrations, at the apparent behest of the military,
will perform not only a service to the public but will at the
same instant be the recipient of a great deal of respect and
favorable publicity from both the people and the media. This
is because the UFO phenomenon now commands by far the most
attention, indeed, fascination, of any anomaly of our time
both nationally and internationally, as rightly it should.
Any President who has the courage to address this complex and
formidable issue I am certain will make for himself and his
administration an indelible mark in history. Although I am



@ Reproduced at the Ronald Reagan Library

Mr. Michael Deaver Page 6

not proposing that this should be the reason for considering
the recommendations contained in this communication, it will
nonetheless be one of the inevitable favorable consequences
of any such action.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. I look
forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

RS:1h

Enc:
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Suit Seeks to Lift Secrecy Veil

From Agenm"s UFO Documents

UFOs Don't Exist,
Government Says,
Without Telling Why

By WARD SINCLAIR
Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The U.S. government says
it keeps no records on unidentified flying
objects, because they don't exist.

But 131 secret documents about UFOs in the
files of the National Security Agency have
become the subject of an intense legal battle.

Would the documents disclose startling de-
tails about the flying saucers, or UFOs, that
more than 10 million Americans claim to have
seen?

Would disclosure compromise NSA's sophisti-
cated eavesdropping techniques?

Is it all buncombe?

Or is it all too frightening to contemplate?

Apparently only NSA can answer those ques-
tions and NSA isn't talking. NSA, in fact,
refuses to talk and its reticence is being
challenged in the federal courts.

Eleven mouths ago, & U.S. District Court
judge here, Gerhard A. Gesell, held that tl}e
documents were so sensitive that their public
release might endanger national security. Ge-
sell did not review the documents. His decision
was based on a 2l-page top-secret affidavit
given him in chambers by NSA.

The battle last week reached the U.S. Court
of Appeals, where a small organization known
as Citizens Against UFO Secrecy (CAUS),
arguing for release of the NSA documents, told
a three-judge panel that the government cannot
have it both ways. .

If UFOs do not exist, CAUS attorney Peter A.
Gersten of New York told the court, then Uncle

(Continued on Page 12)
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cumentaries.

UFOs
(From Page 1)

Sam has nothing to hide. If they do exist, then we
may be in big trouble and we ought to know about
it.

But NSA'’s lip stays buttoned.

The suit brought by CAUS under the Freedom
of Information Act is another in a series of
challenges to the powers of spy outfits such as
NSA, the Central Intelligence Agency and the
Defense Intelligence Agency to withhold virtually
anything they want under the guise of national
security.

“The government position is that UFOs are not
a threat and that the government does not study
UFOs,” Gersten told the appeals panel. If the
panel does not order disclosure, he said, Gesell at
least should be directed to review the 131 UFO
documents and decide for himself just how
sensitive they really are.

Arguing for NSA, attorney Cheryl M. Long said
there is no way the documents, no matter what
they show, could be released without exposing
and compromising the intelligence-gathering
techniques of the agency, which include global
electronic snooping and code-breaking.

CAUS’ appetite for government documents was
whkstted by the 1978 release of Air Force and ClA
reports on UFO sightings that were deemed to
have no national security implications. Ground
Saucer Watch, a Phoenix-based UFO monitoring
organization, forced the release through freedom-
of-information suits.

Those documents revealed that in October,

November and December of 1975, reliable mili-

tary personnel saw unconventional and unex-
plained aerial objects hovering around nuclear
weapons storage sites, aircraft alert areas and
missile control complexes at installations across
the northern United States.

I_n some instances, as radar sightings of the
objects were made, Air Force fighter planes were
sent aloft in unsuccessful pursuit, although the

records gave no indication that the fighters fired
on the intruders.

Gersten said CAUS intends to file another
freedom of information suit against the Air Force
this month in an effort to force disclosure of more
data on the series of still unexplained 1975
sightings over Strategic Air Command bases.
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(C) 1979 Denver Post—Washington Post

WASHINGTON—During two weeks in
1975, a string of the nation’s supersensi-
tive nuclear missile launch sites and
bomber bases were visited by uniden-
tified, low-flying and elusive objects, ac-
cording to Defense Department reports.

The sightings, made visually and on
radar by air and ground crews and sabo-
tage-alert forces, occurred at installations
in Montana, Michigan and Maine, and led
to extensive but unsuccessful Air Force
attempts to track and detain the objects.

Air Force and Defense Department
records variously describe the objects as
helicopters, aircraft, unknown entities

U.S. Releases Rep@r#s
On UFO Visits fo Bases

(" FROM PAGE 1 )

away from the smaller object, which had
returned to the larger. light, the report
said. Iranians described the larger object,
with colored, fast-fiashing lights, as the
size of a Boeing 707 jetliner.

The information on the 1975 and 1976
sghtings—records from the Air Force
A&d the North American Air Defense

mmand—was turned over to Ground

ucer Watch, a Phoenix-based organiza-
teon that monitors UFO reports.

he GSW obtained the information

ough a Freedom of Information
Baquest to the Air Force, one of a number
ifhas made to government agencies in-

lved in UFO investigations.

<A similar request tp the CIA, made by
®th GSW and The Washington Post,
r&sulted in the CIA’s turning over almost

pages of documents related to its
ripnitoring of UFO reports since the

0s.

he CIA was directed by a U.S. District
o
[~

Court judge here last year to turn over to
Ground Saucer Watch UFO -data unrelat-
ed to national security.

THE CIA’S POSITION, reiterated
Thursday by a spokesman, is that it has
had no involvement with TTFQs since 1943,
when a special study panel concluded
that they presented no threat to national
security.

While memos from as recently as 1977
are included in the 879 pages, the CIA
spokesman said the agency continues to
be “a-passive recipient” of UFO data,
even though none of the material is
analyzed.

Todd Zechel, a GSW investigator and
director of another organization, Citizens
Against UFO Secrecy, and William
Spaulding, a Phoenix engineer and direc-
tor of GSW, said the Defense Depart-
ment, the Air Force and the National Se-
curity Agency have refused to turn over
certain other information that would shed
more light on military encounters with
unidentified flying objects.

Repéfts Visits
Of UFOs to

and brightly lighted, fast-moving vehicles
that hovered over nuclear weapons
storage areas and evaded all pursuit ef-
forts.

IN SEVERAL INSTANCES, after base
security had been penetrated, the Air
Force sent fighter planes and airborne
command planes aloft in unsuccessful
pursuit. The records don’t indicate if the
fighters fired on the intruders.

The documents also give no indication
that the airspace incursions provoked
much more than local command concern.

But a Nov. 11, 1975, directive from the
office of the secretary of the Air Force .,
instructed public information staffers to -
avoid linking the scattered sightings
unless specifically asked. :

The Defense Department position, cited -
in that memo and reiterated Thursday by
a departmental spokesman, is that formal
investigation of unidentified flying objects
ended in 1969 and that there were no
plans for renewed Air Force investiga-
tion. :

Yet another Air Force  intelligence '
report indicated extensive interest in a |
1976 incident over Iran, when two Iranian -
Air Force F-4 Phantom fighter planes
were scrambled to encounter a brightly
lighted object in the skies near Tehran.

The object was tracked by Iranian
ground radar, seen independently by the
crew of a commercial airliner and
pursued by the F-4s, which, according to
the report, experienced a breakdown of
their electronic communicaticzs devices
when they neared the object.

THE REPORT, COMPILED by Ameri-
can officials, said that the electronic
weapons system of one of the planes went
dead when its pilot prepared to fire an
AIM-9 missile at a smaller object that ap-
peared to roar out from the larger vehi-
cle.

The planes’ electronic equipment repor-
tedly became operative after they veered

Continued on page 16.
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Washington, DC 20408

3 AUg 1987

Mr. Billy Cox

Staff Viriter

Plorida Today

Ush Today

Cape Publicationeg, Inc.
P.O. Box 363000
Melbourne, FL 32936

Dear Mr. Cox:

Thies ie in response to your letter dated June 30, 1987,
to the Pregident concerning the authenticity of documents
concerning "MJ-12".

The MWational Archives and Records Administration makes
Pederal records and donated historical materials available
for public research. We do not ordinarily verify nor

authenticate every document or the information contained
therein.

The MNational Archives has, however, received many requests
concerning "MJ=12". 1 am enclosing a copy of a reference
report we prepared on this subject for your information.

Sincerely,

~

/
{ ,[u;dc / r;/;hﬂw
Htt GuEKnhd pETERSON

Assistant Archivist
for the National Archives
(202) 523-3130

Enclosure
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Archives

Washington, DC 20408

July 22, 1987
lilitary Reference Branch
Reference Report on MJ-12

The Record

The National Archives has received many requests for documen-
tation and information about "Project MJ-12". Many of the in-
gulries concern a memorandum from Robert Cutler to General
Nathan Twining, dated July 14, 1954. This particular document
poses problems for the following reasons:

l. The document was located in Record Group 341, entry
267. The series is filed by a Top Secret register number.
This document does not bear such a number.

2. The document is filed in the folder T4-1846. There
are no other documents in the folder regarding "NSC/MJ-12".

3. The Military Reference Branch (Edward Reese) has con-
ducted a search in the records of the Secretary of Defense, the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Headquarters US Air Force, and in other
related files. No further information has been found on this
subject.

4. Inqgquiries to the US Air Force, the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, and .the National Security Council failed to produce fur-
ther information.

5. The Acting Director of the Freedom of Information
Office of the National Security Council informed us that "Top
Secret Restricted Information" is a marking which did not come
into use at the National Security Council until the Nixon
Administration. The Eisenhower Presidential Library also
confirms that this particular marking was not used during the
Eisenhower Administration.

6. The document in question does not bear an official

government letterhead or watermark. The NARA conservation
‘

Neatteniail Archives coid Records Admanistration
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specialist (Mary Ritzenthaler) examined the paper and deter-
mined it was a ribbon copy prepared on "dictation onionskin".
The Eisenhower Library has examined its collection of the Cutler
papers. All documents created by Mr. Cutler while he served on
the NSC staff have an eagle watermark in the onionskin carbon

paper. Most documents sent out by the NSC were prepared on White

" House letterhead paper. For the brief period when Mr. Cutler

left the NSC, his carbon copies were prepared on "prestige onion-
skin".

7. The Judicial, Fiscal, and Social Branch searched tne
Official Meeting Minute Files of the National Security Council
and found no record of a NSC meeting on July 16, 1954. A search
of all NSC Meeting Minutes for July 1954 found no mention of
MJ-12 nor Majestic.

8. The Judicial, Fiscal, and Social Branch (Mary Ronan)
searched the indicies of . the NSC records and found no listing
for: MJ-12, Majestic, unidentified flying objects, UFO, flying
saucers, or flying discs.

9. The Judicial, Fiscal, and Social Branch (Mary Ronan)
found a memo in a folder titled "Special Meeting July 16, 1954"
which indicated that NSC members would be called to a civil
defense exercise on July 16, 1954.

10. The Eisenhower Library states, in a letter to NNMR,
dated July 16, 1987:

"President Eisenhower's Appointment Books contain no entry
for a special meeting on July 16, 1954 which might have included
a briefing on MJ-12. Even when the President had 'off the record'
meetings, the Appointment Books contain entries indicating
the time of the meeting and the participants...

The Declassification Office of the National Security Council
has informed us that it has no record of any declassification
action having been taken on this memorandum or any other documents
on this alleged project... )

Robert Cutler, at the direction of President Eisenhower, was

visiting overseas military installations on the day he supposedly
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